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	02 September 2011


Dear Member,
Sheffield Business Club Notice to Members – Proposal of 
working relationship with the South Yorkshire Chambers (SYC)

The directors of the Sheffield Business Club (“Board”) have been in non-binding discussions with the chief executive, Richard Wright, of the Sheffield Chamber of Commerce (SCCI) to review how the two organisations may maintain their legal independence and autonomy but co-operate in their respective mutual operations.

It is clear to the Board that we need additional resources in order to promote the Club and its events and SCCI have offered certain functions to assist with the marketing and promotion of events.

SCCI have had discussions with the other South Yorkshire Chambers and the Club has been requested to consider becoming the representative organisation for the SYC’s small business forum.  The Board have for some time been considering how the Club might distinguish itself from other networking organisations and one option is to focus on and become the voice of small business in the Sheffield City Region (SCR).  The Club would therefore become the organisation representing and running the SCR’s Small Business Forum (SBF), which would therefore dovetail with the Board’s plans.

By entering into a memorandum of understanding with each of the SYCs to represent and run the SBF the following opportunities would be made available to the Club:

1. To feature in the October edition of SCCI’s First for Business magazine with the launch of the new Small Business Forum (and future editions);

2. The Chair would be included in events combining all chairs of SYC forums to discuss ways in which each respective organisation to avoid duplication of networking events and future progress;
3. Appropriate press releases would still be published and the Chambers communications systems used to distribute (web sites, newsletters etc);

4. The Club’s events could be promoted by each SYC and fortnightly in SCCI’s e-newsletter;

5. The Club would be invited to attend joint SYC networking events; and

6. Some Admin resource would be made available to the Club by SCCI to help arrange meetings and produce minutes etc.

7. Where required by the Club, SCCI would organise the Club’s events on a cost only, non-profit basis

In exchange, the Club will also promote the SYCs and become their lobbying vehicle and “voice” of the SBF. Each organisation will encourage membership of the other.

The Club would continue to build its membership and charge separate membership fees and offer members the same fantastic networking opportunities but in addition will look to focus on small business issues and become the representative voice for those businesses in the region.  As members are aware our fees are very competitive including two great FREE events as part of the annual membership package.
In order to document this arrangement the SYC and the Club will enter into a Memorandum of Understanding (“MOU”) which will be non binding.
Hopefully the relationship will develop in a way that will be of benefit to both organisations but if it becomes clear that the Club would prefer to operate separately it would of course be possible to bring the arrangement to an end.

The Board would like to resolve to enter into the above arrangements and have circulated this email to inform members and provide an opportunity to comment and raise any objections.  Unless we receive objections from 6 or more of the members by 5pm Friday 16th September the Board proposes to confirm to Richard Wright that the Club intends to enter into the MOU arrangements on or before 30 September 2011.

Please do not hesitate to contact me by email should you have any questions regarding the above and I would be happy to discuss any of your points raised.

Kind regards.

Yours sincerely 

Peter Rawlinson

Chair of The Sheffield Business Club
0114 272 4879
info@sheffieldbc.co.uk
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